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Medical  Officer’s  Ajnnual  Keport. 

Dr.  T-r-j.nnail'.  Medical  Officer,  presenited  his  aximual 
repoi-t,  in  which  he  stated  that  the  general  deaith 
rate,  calculated  upon  a  piopuilatiion  of  4,601,  tos 
17.3  per  1,000,  as  oompaired  with  23.5  in  189c.  The 
zymotic  dea-th.  rait©  1.08  per  1,000,  aguinst  6.0 
in  1893.  Wish  a  deci-ease  ki  the  general  death  rate, 
■wbidi  w’lieii  raiised  "was  invairiia-bly  due  to  espddeiu'ic, 
and  pai-ticuikiriy  to  those  amongst  ohildien,  together 
with  wastinig  dSeeases  of  infancy,  they  found  the 
infantile  death  rate,’  although  retaining  EometJidng 
of  an  average  Lancashire  percentage,  of  couree  lower 
than  usual.  Last  year  dit  was  143  per  1,000,  against 
176  in  1895,  and  a  mean  of  162  for  the  decade, 
which  was  a  favourable  turn.  The  total  number 
of  births  was  181,  and  deathe  80.  The  number  of 
infeofcious  cases  notified  uus  20.  With  regard  to 
sickness  during  tlie  year  fiom  smallpox  they  had 
been  remarkably  free  during  the  last  19  y^rs,  one 
case  (fatal)  only  liaving  been  recorded  during  that 
long  period.  From  cholera-,  andi  also  typhus,  a  fever 
directly  associated  with  poverty,  fiWi,  and  over¬ 
crowding,  they  'had  had  absolute  immunity  during 
Hie  same  neriod.  Partial  isolation  was  carried  out 
as  far  as  practicable.  Two  cases  of  typhoid  fever 
were  notified.  The  Council  sesned  to  have  con- 
siderable  trouble  in  the  way  of  nmsaaice  from 
poultey  and  pigeon  keeping.  Pens  of  all  sizes  were 
elected  in  the  backyards,  often  small  enough  to  begin 
with,  frequently  against  the  inside  as3ipit  door,  reu- 
daring  such  convenience  quite  useless,  and  leading 
to  domestic  refuse  being  thrown  about  the.  back 
passages.  The  practice  was  far  too  common,  and 
must  be  otamiied  out.  After  an  exhaustive  survey 
of  the  work  accomplished.  Dr.  Hannah  mentioned 
that  in  Ootobar  the  question  •  of 
prtal  accommodation  was  moated,  and 
he  anticipated  tliaib  in  the  near  future  pressure  would 
be  put  upon  all  authorities  absolutely  without,  he 
suggested  that  arrangements  might  be  made  witli 
Leigh  on  the  <me  hand,  and  Ashton  on  the  other. 
He.  had  found,  especially  in  relat-Ibn  to  property 
erected  during  the  last  two  or  tliree  years,  a  mueh 
oleaner  and  tidier  oonditioo  of  things.  Ihe  olean- 
mg  of  the  ashpits,  eoUecbively,  had  shown  imi>roye 
mmt.  With  regard  to  sewage  disposal  at  Lilly-lane. 
where  they  had  a  contract  with  Ashtton,  the  latter 
body  completed  their  new  works  for  that  district 
in  March  last^  and  so  far  they  had  given  satisfaction, 
as  proved  by  samples  of  the  effluent  water.  Kegard- 
ing  their  larger  scheme,  negotiations  were  in  progress 
for  the  a-cquisitdon  of  the  necessary  land.  The  con¬ 
nection  of  Plank-lane  with  the  Leigh  main  should 
encourage  them  to  take  active  measures  for  im¬ 
proving  the.  gener^  sanitary  condition  of  Talbot-i'd. 
.and  vicinity.  Some  of  the  property  required 
etruoiiural  repairs.  In  sanitation  they  ought  to  see 
that  the  poorer  members  of  the  community  had  a 
decent,  heaMiy  dweOing,  that  ttie  .surroundings  of 
the  same  should  be  kept  clean  and  free  from  all 
■souTcas  of  germ  producing  matter,  fresh  air  circulat¬ 
ing  round  the  pfc^rties,  and  strive  to  enc-ourage 
domestic  cleanliness  inside  by  secmring  it  outside, 
I  by  dryness  of  surface  of  yards,  courts,  back  passages, 
etc.  'Iha  question  of  undertaking  tlie  removal  of 
nightsoil  was  also  worthy  of  consideration  by  the 
Council. — Consideration  o£  the  report  was  deferfed. 
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